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Is least along the south coast and In the valley of the lower Menam,
where it does not exceed 80 Inches. On the more elevated lands
tD the north and east It ranges from 60 to SO Inches, but in the
Malay Peninsula, where precipitation occurs practically at al
seasons, It exceeds the latter amount.
UPPER SIAM. The mountain ranges of this region are covered
with forests, while In the intervening valleys there are considerable
areas of fertile soil. Teak, which Is trie principal product of the
forests, is floated down to the coast at Bangkok by the Menam, at
Moulrnein by the Salween, and at Saigon by the Mekong. Other
valuable timber trees are known to exist in Upper Slam, but they
are too heavy to be floated down the rivers, and their exploitation
must await trie development of the railway system. Of the forest
areaf 85 per cent Is held on lease by European companies, but their
activities are controlled by the Government, and it is not certain
how long the present output can be maintained. Other forest
products include sticldac, gums, and resins. In the valleys, rice
is the principal crop, but, as it is unsuitable for export, the bulk of
it is consumed at home. Tobacco is also grown, mainly for domestic
use, and among other crops are cotton, tea, and betel-nut. The
chief commercial town of the region is Chieng-mai, which is situated
on the Meping and is engaged in trade with the Shan States,
LOWER Si AM. The alluvial soil, monsoonal rainfall, and high
temperature of the lowlands of Slam are peculiarly favourable
to the cultivation of rice, which is the chief product of the region^
and not only provides the staple food for man and beast witMn it,
but forms the basis of the greater part of its foreign trade. Market
gardening gives employment to large numbers of CMnese, especially
in the vicinity of the towns. Various attempts have been made
to grow cotton, but, except in the north, without much, success.
Other crops include maize, sugar-cane, sesamuin, and coco-nuts.
The lowlands contain the greater part of the population of Siam
and its chief towns. Bangkok, the capital, which is situated on the
llenam about twenty-five miles from its mouth, is the great port
of the country, though it has a very indifferent harbour. It is
engaged in the preparation of rice and teak for export, in
shipbuilding, and in engineering.
THE PLATEAU OF KORAT has considerable areas of infertile so2
and swampy land, and is not well adapted to economic development.